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CHAIR’S WELCOME
A very warm welcome to the Ringwood 

Community Hub for this evening’s Wessex 

League Division1 fixture against our near-

neighbours Lymington Town FC.

We welcome our visitors’ players, committee 

members, and spectators, together with match 

officials, referee Christopher Carpenter, and his 

assistants Steven Eccleston, and Zaydn Conroy. 2

2

I’m delighted to welcome John McKay and his talented media team to 

RTFC. On all matters social media their initial focus will be on our Wessex 

League side, delivering comprehensive coverage across all platforms. 

They will help enhance and extend the matchday experience for all our 

supporters at both home and away fixtures. Working with John as an 

integral part of the team is Matt Gale of "Behind The Fence Photography". 

Matt brings a wealth of experience and will be capturing all the key 

moments and matchday highlights.

Building our social media presence is an important part of our five-year 

strategy. Football is about community, and social media gives us another 

way of keeping that community connected. We can celebrate our players, 

recognise our volunteers and sponsors, promote fundraising and 

community events, and share what’s happening across the club.

I’m particularly pleased that we’ve introduced live match commentary. It 

means those who can’t make the game can still follow the action and feel 

part of the occasion.

But football can also be emotional! We all have opinions, and after a 

frustrating result or decision it’s easy to react in the heat of the moment. 

Once something is posted, though, it can travel a long way. Sometimes, a 

few thoughts are probably best kept in the changing room!

Grassroots football is ultimately about people. Players, coaches, referees, 

volunteers, parents, and supporters all play their part. Important that social 

media brings those people together, not drive them apart.

Enjoy the game

Phil



From the incredible highs of winning away in the derby to a very poor 

second-half performance away at Amesbury, it's certainly been a week of 

contrasting emotions.

I'll start with the former. Our spirit and determination last Wednesday night 

was incredible. I challenged the players to bounce back following our FA 

Vase exit, and that result is right up there with the highlights of my time as 

Ringwood manager.

Felix Bruce in goal was heroic, as were the entire squad. Every player 

was united and gave it everything. I've rarely been more proud of a 

Ringwood side, or indeed any side under my management.

We rode our luck initially, but then settled into a fantastic shape, scoring 

two counter-attacking goals through Ollie Brown. We paid a heavy price 

for that fantastic derby win, with injuries, illness and holidays severely 

impacting us from a squad perspective.

Multiple injuries on top of injuries, compounded by holidays, left us with a 

depleted squad against Amesbury. A squad featuring 11 U23 players, 

going up against a physical and experienced Amesbury side on a 

struggling pitch, highlighted why the balance between young and senior 

players needs to be sensible and well managed at this level.

There is absolutely no blame attached to any of the U23 players. They 

are our future, and we rely on them. However, our senior players also 

needed to step up, and unfortunately, that wasn't the case across the 

board.
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MANAGER’S NOTES
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3Every team has a bad day at the office, and context 

is key. I'm expecting a much stronger squad and 

performance on Tuesday night.

Thank you for your superb support last week. 

We're sorry we couldn't give you more to shout 

about on Saturday, but we'll be doing everything 

we can to respond tonight, thankfully back at home.

UTT

Fran
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TODAY’S OPPOSITION
Lymington Town FC

Club History
The Club can trace its roots back to 1876 when it started with a tent, 

balls, poles and flags – the minimum requirement in those far off days 

– and played on the site of the present ground. Little is recorded of the 

early years though they were long time members of the Hampshire 

League. 

In 1986, playing as Lymington FC, they became founder members of 

the Wessex League and two years later merged with Wellworthy 

Athletic, who were based in the town, and became AFC Lymington. 

The Club enjoyed considerable success in the 1990’s before moving 

to Fawcetts Field in New Milton in 1998 and amalgamating with the 

local Club to form Lymington and New Milton FC. 

However, this merger was not to the liking of many of the local people 

and Lymington Town FC was re-formed with their base still at the 

Sports Ground. After something of a battle with the Football 

Administration the Club were allowed into the Hampshire League 

Division Three with David Peach, a member of Southampton’s 1976 

FA Cup winning side, as manager. Progression through the Leagues 

followed until acceptance into the Wessex League at the end of the 

2003/04 season. Under Manager, John Pyatt they quickly reached the 

Premier Division and won the League Cup in 2007. John departed 

from the club citing personal complications for his decision. Several 

managers followed in the ensuing years including Stuart Hussey, 

Dave Morris, Andy Leader and former Portsmouth player, Stuart 

Doling. When Doling stood down in 2014 the then, Chairman, George 

Shaw, asked John Pyatt to return which he did with some 

considerable improvement to the club’s fortunes. Five seasons ago 

John brought in former Bashley and Newport IOW player Dave Lewis 

to become first team manager whilst he took on a “Director of Football” 

role.

Continued
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TODAY’S OPPOSITION
Lymington Town FC

Club History
After a few successful seasons, Dave agreed to share managerial 

commitments with former Saints player, Paul Masters and together 

with coaches, Bob Sullivan, Shaun Coles and Physio, Yo Fowler-

Wright they led the team to promotion to the Southern League in 2021.

In 2019 Lymington Town FC merged with Lymington Town Sprites 

Youth FC and now caters for teams from 7 years old right through to 

Veterans as well as Woman’s team. The Chairman of the Sprites, Ian 

Loveless became overall Chairman of Lymington Town Football Club. 

In 2022 Ian stepped down as Chairman of the senior section and was 

replaced by Alan Farrar, a former player and 1st Team Manager at The 

Club.

Following ground grading issues at The Sports Ground the FA 

relegated Lymington Town from the Southern League. This resulted in 

Dave Lewis and his entire playing and coaching team leaving the club. 

In May of 2023 Adam Colmer, a former Brockenhurst Manager, was 

appointed and together with his Assistant Manager, Ollie Maynard. 

There followed a particularly difficult season with Adam’s young side 

finishing bottom of the Wessex Premier division and thus a second 

successive relegation ensued. 

For the 2024-25 season, former player and committee member, 

Ashley Buckland took over the reins from Adam. At the end of the

2025-26 season after doing much to stabilise the club Ash stood

down from management and former professional player, Craig

Stanley stepped into his shoes. He played for Lymington back in

our Southern League days and brings an enormous amount of

experience to the club and we look forward to seeing what he can

bring to the playing side.

Continued…
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Recent Results

TODAY’S OPPOSITION
Lymington Town FC



Thanks to our Sponsors
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Proud to sponsor Ringwood Town FC



Thanks to our Sponsors

Proud to sponsor Ringwood Town FC
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Proud to sponsor Ringwood Town FC
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Player Sponsorship

sponsors
RILEY CLAXTON



Player Sponsorship
JJ Electrical 

sponsors
LUKE POTHAS
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Results



FIXTURES COMING UP
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VELOCITY WESSEX 
LEAGUE DIV 1 TABLE



RINGWOOD TOWN FC

OFFICIALS
Referee:  CHRISTOPHER CARPENTER

Assistant:  STEVEN ECCLESTON
Assistant:  ZAYDEN CONVOY

@ringwoodtownfc

MANAGER: FRAN MATHERS
Assistant Manager: Oscar Easton

Today’s Squads

All red

Tue 22 Sep 2026

KO 7:45pm

Wessex League

Division 1

Yellow/navy shirts, yellow shorts
LYMINGTON TOWN FC

MANAGER: CRAIG STANLEY
1st Team Coach: Kieran Filmer

http://www.ringwoodtownfc.co.uk

http://www.ringwoodtownfc.co.uk/
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